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Subject:  "HEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."  Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— 00O00 — 

Homemakers,  our  correspondent  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
teen  visiting  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  this  week.     She  doesn' t  want 
us  to  forget  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  is  part  of  her  "beat,"  as 
well  as  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  and  all  the  other  departments  she  writes 
about. 


But  I'll  read  her  letter:     "There  is  something  new  under  the  sun,"  she 
writes,  "in  the  way  of  economic  frauds.     No  doubt  you've  bought  flavoring 
extracts  in  bottles  made  with  sunken  panels,  cream  cheese  packed  in  boxes  with 
false  bottoms,  and  glass  jars  of  chicken  and  noodles  with  all  the  chicken  on  the 
outside  —  outside  of  the  noodles,  I  mean.     Maybe  you've  bought  pure  white 
noodles,  wrapped  in  yellow  paper  to  fool  you  into  thinking  you're  buying  rich 
yellow  egg  noodles. 

"All  these  'economic  frauds'  are  old  stories  to  the  Food  and  Drug  offi- 
cials, but  even  they  admit  this  new  fraud  is  something  'different.'     It's  a  tin 
can  of  olive-shaped  crackers.     Now  there's  nothing  wrong  with  the  can,  so  far 
as  the  customer  can  see  when  she  buys  it.     In  fact,   it ' s  a  very  attractive  can, 
and  appears  to  hold  an  honest  amount.     Yes,  any  housewife  would  take  it  for 
granted  she  was  getting  her  money's  worth,  and  that  the  can  was  full  to  the  top. 
Well,   it  ijs  full  to  the  top  —  but  not  down  to  the  bottom.     When  the  can  is  half 
empty,  you'll  notice  the  point  of  a  cone-shaped  niece  of  stiff  paper.  Just 
imagine  a  tin  can,  with  a  small  parchment  lampshade  fitted  into  it,  and  you  have 
the  picture.     That  paper  'lampshade'  takes  up  quite  a  lot  of  space,  as  you  can 
well  believe  —  the  space  that  you  naturally  thought  was  full  of  crackers. 
Well,  this  package  is  unquestionably  a  fraud,  but  unfortunately  it  is  a  fraud 
which  the  food  and  drugs  law  does  not  prohibit.     The  law  forbids 

d.ece"otive  labels ,  but  it  does  not  forbid 

deceptive  packages. ': 

"Of  course  the  label  gives  the  correct  weight  of  the  net  contents  — 
the  label  must  tell  the  truth  —  but  only  an  expert  label  reader  would  compare 
the  net  weight  as  stated  with  the  size  of  the  can,  and  deduce  the  fact  that  the 


manufacturer  was  putting  on  the  market  an  'economic  fraud.' 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  calls  it." 


That ' s  what  the 


Well,  homemakers,  I  guess  it's  up  to  us  to  be  expert  label  readers.   .   .  . 

Now  here's  an  interesting  bit  of  news  about  cosmetics.     Do  you  know  that 
we  spend  around  two  or  three  hundred  million  dollars  a  year,  for  cosmetics?  The 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  does  all  it  can  to  protect  us  from  dangerous  prepar- 
ations.   However,  the  present  law  was  enacted  before  the  cosmetic  industry  became 
so  important,  and  therefore  the  law  has  no  control  over  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  cosmetics,  unless  of  course  they  claim  to  remedy  disease. 
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But  here's  the  news  item  —  quoting  our  Washington  correspondent: 
"Have  you  heard  about  the  radium  beauty  treatment  preparations  recently  refused 
entry  at  Baltimore?    The  "beauty  treatment  included  a  face  tonic,  a  night  cream, 
a  day  cream,  a  hormone  cream,  vitamin  cream,  lipstick,  lipstick  matches,  and 
reducing  sponge.     The  package  contained  folders  stating:     'All  our  creams  are 
the  result  of  years  of  study  and  experiment  by  medical  authorities...     They  can 
be  recommended  for  any  type  of  skin  and  will  cure  even  the  most  blemished 
complexion.     Wrinkles  and  impurities  disappear  never  to  return. 1 

"These  cosmetics  were  actionable,  under  the  law,  because  of  their  'false 
therapeutic  claims. 1     The  night  cream  and  the  hormone  cream  were  refused  entry 
into  the  United  States  because  they  contained  radium  in  amounts  injurious  to 
health.     The  face  tonic  and  the  day  cream  were  refused  entry  because  of  misbrand- 
ing.   The  labeling  bore  false  and  fraudulent  claims,  declaring  these  products  to 
contain  radium,  when  no  radium  was  present.     And  if  they  had  contained  radium, 
they  would  have  been  denied  entry  anyway,  because  of  their  menace  to  health. 

"The  Food  and  Drug  Administration,"  says  our  correspondent,  "refuses 
entry  to  shipments  of  radioactive  preparations  offered  for  entry  into  the  United 
States  and  offered  for  general  distribution,  on  the  ground  that  they  may  be 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Unfortunately, 
the  present  law  is  not  so  careful  when  it  comes  to  radioactive  drugs ,   sold  in 
interstate  commerce.     Even  though  such  drugs  are  dangerous,   the  present  law 
has  no  control  over  them  unless  they  are  misbranded.     That's  one  of  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  law. 

"You  may  remember"  —  I'm  still  reading  "you  may  remember  a  story  in 
the  newspapers  some  time  ago,  describing  the  death  of  Eben  M.  Byers,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Mr.  Byers  had  bought  a  radioactive  medicine  known  as  Radithor  (Ray-duh- 
thor).  The  medicine  killed  him,  and  he  died  a  terrible  death.  Many  people 
wondered  why  the  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  law  hadn't  prohibited  the  sale  of  such 
a  dangerous  product  as  Radithor.  They  didn't  know  that  the  law  has  no  control 
over  such  preparations, 

"I  learned  a  great  deal  more  about  the  loopholes  in  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,"  says  our  correspondent,   "and  I  found  that  any  woman  who  is  interested  may 
write  to  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  Washington,  D.   C. ,  and  get  informa- 
tion about  the  pre~3nt  law." 

That  concludes  today's  letter.     If  you  want  to  inform  yourselves  further, 
about  the  present  Food  and  Drugs  law,  and  what  it  has  to  do  —  or  not  to  do  — 
with  cosmetics  and  dangerous  drugs,  write  to  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration* 
Washington,  D.  C. 

I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday,  with  suggestions  appropriate  for  the 
week.     I  hope  you  haven't  forgotten  what  an  important  week  it  is. 
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